
Presenting Data
(It’s hard.)



If you need to  
make a point,   
a good plot  

goes a long way….



A famous plot: CO2 with year



A famous plot: CO2 with year



Our incoming freshman



Does studying help?



Plotting Data: Goal
• Plots are not just a “here’s what it 

looks like, I’m done, I did it” item 

• Don’t make your audience have to: 
work, squint, wonder, stand-back, ask 
their neighbor, ask you, say “huh?” 

• Easily convince us of trends in your 
data.



Extreme way of ‘convincing us’



Our project…



A very raw plot (no good for showing anyone)



We can do better…



Title!





Axes labels



Larger fonts



Units (on y-axis)



Time is a problem…

…Who ‘thinks’ in milliseconds?



Use ‘power’ of 
Excel to 

convert to 
seconds (or minutes,  

or hours, etc)



Getting better…



I’m still not getting anything out of  
the graph though…





Now I’m seeing some trends…



Opened window

The ‘data story’ is becoming clearer…



vs.

See the difference a 
little work on your 

part makes?


